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To sum up. A great quantity of scientific work is done in
the Soviet Union because a great number of workers has
been mobilised to do it. The quality of scientific work, in
the Soviet Union as elsewhere, is no better than the quality
of the worker. There are many first-class men whose work
is important, but the general level of accomplishment is
lower than one might expect, because of the greater dilution
of-first-class men by hack workers. Nevertheless science
in the Soviet Union is ambitiously planned, well endowed,
vigorous, and healthy; and even if its record over the last
twenty-five years is not astonishing, its promise for the
future can hardly be overestimated. Soviet scientists are
eager for contact with their foreign colleagues. They
follow British science closely, and they admire it. It' is
clear that for the present the Soviet Government does not
intend to allow ifs scientists to travel abroad freely, nor to
allow foreign scientists to visit Russia except on its own
terms. By a simple decision the Kremlin could solve
overnight the problem "of scientific liaison between the*
Russians and the rest of the world. But there is no sign
that this simple decision is coming, and some signs that it
will not come. Meanwhile let us remember that the only
krge group of Russians who are obliged by their profession
to remain constantly in touch with British thought are the
scientists. Among them there is a great reservoir of good-
will toward us. This goodwill may be of critical importance
in holding Britain and Russia together over the next few
years.